M nutes of the Plenary Session of the
Task Force for International Cooperation on Hol ocaust
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under the chairnmanship of the French Del egate,
H s Excel l ency Anbassador Patrick Anmi ot

Counci| of Europe, Strasbourg, Room 13
Thursday 17 October 2002
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Del egati ons present: GCernany, Argentina, Austria, Coatia, United

States of Anerica, France, Hungary, |srael, Lithuania, Netherlands,
Pol and, Czech Republic, United Kingdom Sweden.

Del egati on absent: Italy.

Al so participating: the scientific adviser to the International Task

Force for Cooperation on Hol ocaust Education, Renenbrance and Re-
search (I TF), Prof. Yehuda Bauer.

H s Excel l ency Anbassador Francis Lott opened the plenary session by
thanki ng the Del egates present for their presence in Strasbourg and
their participation in the work of the ITF. He inforned them of the
decision of the French governnment to appoint a career diplomat as
Del egate for France, Anbassador Patrick Amiot, called to replace M.
Nor bert Engel in this post, and by the sane token to act as Chair of
the ITF. He set out the reasons for this decision and introduced M.
Aniot to the Del egations.

Anbassador Lott indicated that the French Delegation to the second
pl enary session of the ITF for 2002 was the richer for the presence
at its proceedings of representatives of the Fondation pour |a M-
moire de la Shoah, chaired by M. Sinone Veil, former governnent

m ni ster and nenber of the French Constitutional Council.

He proceeded to transfer the dair of the plenary session to M.
Patrick Am ot, who presented its agenda to the neeting.




1 — Admission of Hungary

I'n accordance with the decision reached at the plenary session of
the Task Force for International Cooperation on Hol ocaust Educati on,
Remenbr ance, and Research (I TF) on 25 June 2002, Hungary has been
unani nously admitted as an official menber of the ITF.

2 — Application for nenbership by Croatia

M. Patrick Amiot, in putting forward Croatia s application for ad-
m ssion, stated that the French del egation had received an official
letter of application signed by Croatia’s Mnister of Foreign A-
fairs, M. Tonino Picula, and that it had subsequently travelled to
Zagreb in order to neet representatives of the Croatian authorities.
Despite a |l ack of substantive actions in the area of Hol ocaust edu-
cation and renenbrance, he had been able to observe the deternina-
tion of the Croatian authorities to inplement genuine projects of
cooperation with foreign partners, notably in connection with a-
tivities for the organisation of the Jasenovac Menorial. He invited
all concerned to take into account the difficult situation prevail -
ing in the Bal kans since the end of the Second Wrld War, as well as
the masking of the Hol ocaust by recent conflicts and the conplexity
of the related debate.

Ms. Branca Sulc was asked to speak for the Croatian del egation on
her country’s application for menbership of the ITF. Ms. Sulc gave a
presentation on Croatia's position in the area of education, re-
search, and remenbrance. Firstly, on the legislative front, in 1997,
Parlianent had adopted an initial statute on the restitution of
looted property, and additional legislation is currently being
drafted in order to facilitate the preservation of cultural prop-
erty. Secondly, the Jasenovac Menorial, created in 1968, continues
to be the focus of Hol ocaust remenbrance in Croatia. Progranms have
been designed in order to preserve the historical nonunents and to
set in train the restoration and conservation of archived docunents.
However, numerous docunents and artefacts fromthe canp have not yet




been returned and remain outside the country, notably in Serbia and
Bosni a Her zegovi na.

Furthernore, a decision has been taken to build a Jewish cultural
centre and a synagogue in Zagreb.

In addition, at governnental level, Ms. Sulc informed the neeting of
Croatia’s determnation to guarantee human rights and to abide by
the provisions of the Declaration of the International Forum in
St ockhol m Consi derabl e work is being done in this area, as also on
Hol ocaust education. The I TF should be in a position, if it accepted

Croatia as a nenber, to encourage the continuation of such work.

M. Patrick Amot thanked Ms. Sulc for this information and sug-

gested that del egates express their views on this application.

M. Arthur Berger stated that the United States Hol ocaust Menori al
Museum and the Jasenovac Menorial had been in contact for some con-
siderable tine. He added that the efforts nmade by Croatia had been
substantial in terns of renenbrance and archi ve research, as well as
in the area of the restitution of |ooted property.

M. Frederick Racket indicated that the Dutch del egation took a fa-
vourabl e view of the possible adm ssion of Croatia as a nenber of
the ITF, for the same reasons as Hungary. This was because every
country associated with the history of the Hol ocaust shoul d have an
opportunity to cooperate with the |ITF, especially once a country was

committed to acknow edging its national responsibilities.

M. Jacky Fredj wondered what the perception was of the Hol ocaust in
Croatia today and asked the Croatian del egation to provi de an over-
view of the current status of research.

Ms. Natasa Jovicic, a nmenber of the OGroatian del egation, stated that
the views of the vast majority of the general public were positive
on issues relating to Hol ocaust education. Residual resistance did
nevertheless remain and it was precisely the case that this night

di sappear if Croatia undertook a process of education.

M. Pierre Saragoussi wondered what approach had been taken to the



procedures instituted for the return of looted property and ques-
tioned the Croatian delegation as to the fate of property for which
no heirs now exist and which cannot therefore be returned to the

owners.

Ms. Branca Sulc stated that this procedure was currently in pro-
gress, adding that the Croatian authorities were addressing this is-

sue with care and prudence.

M. Patrick Amot nade clear that all these points had been dis-
cussed with him during his visit to Croatia. He enphasised that
three years previously Croatia had instituted a new and very proac-
tive policy on these issues, a fact illustrated by the current ap-
plication for nenmbership in the ITF. Substantial efforts did however
remain to be nade, given that Croatia was |agging significantly be-
hind in this area. It could hardly be denied that no Croatian
school book makes any real reference to the Holocaust, that the
Jasenovac Menorial attracts very few visitors, and, a further exam
pl e, the day of Hol ocaust remenbrance has been instituted only very
recently. It is, however, the duty of the Task Force to eicourage
the prograns undertaken, notably those connected with the Jasenovac
Menmorial. It is for this reason, considering in addition the encour-
aging intentions expressed by representatives of the Croatian au-
thorities, and subject to the diligence with which they approach the
buil ding and follow-up over tinme of projects subnitted to the |TF,
the French delegation expressed its support for the adm ssion of
Croatia as a nenber of the ITF.

M. Arthur Berger made it clear that nuch remained to be done. Nev-
ertheless, it was necessary to encourage this application.

M. Ben Hel fgott announced the British del egation’s support for the
application.

M. Frederick Racké announced that the Dutch del egation supported
Croatia s application. The recent history of Croatia should be borne
in mnd, as should the efforts of the governnent in power to shoul -
der that country’s responsibilities for the past.



Ms. Shulamt Inber, a nenber of the Israeli delegation, added that
the planning of a genuine process of teacher training had conmenced
in conjunction with Yad Vashem It nust be possible for the ITF to

support efforts in this direction.

M. Yehuda Bauer proposed that the setting up of a Croatia working
group should be made official, under the chairmanship of the United

States or |srael.

M. Randol ph Bell, as U S. Del egate, expressed his approval for this
proposal .

M. Patrick Am ot therefore suggested that the neeting should hear a
representative of the Croatia working group, which had assenbl ed un-
officially for the first tine during the present session.

Ms. Jody Manning, a menber of the U S. delegation, indicated that
the working group had sought to continue the process of reflection
on the work to be done with regard to Croatia, which essentially in-
vol ved devel opnent of training semnars, collection of statenments of
personal experience from survivors, and definition of a program for
the day of remenbrance in Croatia. It was apparent that in the case
of certain projects, |ITF aid should be consi dered.

It was therefore resol ved unani nously that a Croatia working group
shoul d be officially formed with the task of coordinating coopera-
tion between Croatia and the |ITF.

The working group is to nmeet under U. S. chairnanship.
Menbers of the French, Israeli, and Argentinean del egations will
partici pate.

3 — O her applications

M. Patrick Am ot took stock of the current status of applications

for adm ssion to the | TF.

Firstly, Belgium had expressed its desire to work with the ITF in a
letter dated 6 Septenber 2002 signed by the Deputy Prime Mnister
and the Mnister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Belgium M.




Louis Mchel. M. Amot added, however, that Bel gium could not pay
its contribution before 2004. Simlarly, it renmined necessary to
clarify the precise conposition of the menbership of any Belgian
del egation. The Bel gian authorities had suggested that M. José G-
tovitch, Director of the Centre for H storical Research and Documnen-
tation on War and Contenporary Society (SOMW CEGES) and a historian,
shoul d be Belgiums official delegate. However, given both the ne-
cessity for a menber country to be represented by an official repre-
sentative of the State and the comwlexity of Belgiunis federal sys-
tem it was envisaged that the I TF Chair should visit Belgiumin or-
der to clarify the situation.

M. Ninmrod Barkan, speaking on behalf of the Israeli del egation, ex-

pressed support for the position of France on this point.

M. Randol ph Bell, as U S. Delegate, shared the opinion that satis-

factory representati on of the Bel gi an gover nnent shoul d be ensur ed.

M. Patrick Amiot then indicated that Latvia had already expressed
the desire, although not officially as yet, to join the ITF.

M. Jean- Marc Dreyfus added that the Chair would receive a letter of
application by Latvia in the near future.

M. Uf Larsson, head of the Swedish del egation, stated that bilat-
eral cooperation was already in place between Sweden and Latvia.
Latvia had, however, shown itself to be slow in fornulating pro-
jects. It was therefore necessary for the French delegation to visit
Riga in order to strengthen contacts.

Ms. Shulamit |nber added that Israel had also been in contact with
Latvia. Twenty-five teachers had travelled to Yad Vashemto attend a
sem nar there. There was therefore real benefit to be gained by en-
couraging an application from Latvi a.

Ms. Jody Manning nade clear that the United States Enbassy in Riga
had supported Latvian projects. Coordination in this field therefore

al ready exi sted.

M. Randol ph Bell added that on a recent visit to Riga, he had been



favourably inpressed by the activities in progress with respect to
Hol ocaust education, especially regarding nuseumrelated activities
and advances in academ c research.

4 — Contacts with other countries

M. Jean-Marc Dreyfus inforned the delegations of the presence in
Strasbourg of a Slovakian del egation. Slovakia had not yet nade an
application and did not intend to do so in the comng nonths for
budget-rel at ed reasons.

M. Patrick Amiot invited the Slovakia working group to present a
report on its activities.

M. M chael Fabri, speaking on behalf of the Sl ovakia working group,
i ndi cated that Slovakia had made substantial efforts in the field of
Hol ocaust renmenbrance and education. He made clear that the inten-
tion of the Slovakian authorities was to develop activities further
prior to requesting adm ssion to the ITF. Teachers’ sem nars, exam -
nati on of possible inprovenents to school books, and the organization
of an international conference in Bratislava on the current state of
progress in academc research were already at the planning stage.
These enterprises did, however, need greater financial support.

Ms. Teresa Swi eboka, a nenber of the Polish delegation, added that
the Prime Mnister of Slovakia had attended the inauguration of an
exhi bition organi zed in conjunction with the Auschwitz Menorial M-
seum An agreenent between the Miseum and the Sl ovakian authorities
was in fact on the point of being signed.

M. Patrick Amot then described the current status of relations
with countries possibly interested in working nore closely with the
I TF. Ukraine was anong these, although it had not been in official
contact with the ITF. The sane was true of Luxenbourg, which had re-
cently expressed an interest in this issue, as had Estonia where
the Chair of the | TF woul d need, sooner or later, to nmake a visit.

M. Ben Helfgott, a nenber of the British del egation, added that in
Wkraine, even given the difficult economc and political situation



in which the country found itself, and alt hough efforts had al ready
been made in this area, such as the holding of a semnar in Dnie-
popetrovsk organi zed by the London Jewi sh Cultural Centre, there is
evident interest in the activities of the Task Force. Neverthel ess

the prospects of menbership were constrained at present by financia

consi derations, which prevented any proposal to pay an annual con-
tribution to the ITF. According to M. Helfgott, every effort needed
to be nade to help this inportant country, which has a popul ati on of
60 mllion.

M. Hans Wnkler added that |ines of contact existed, especially at
the level of the Prine Mnister’s office.

Ms. Hannah Lessing, a nmenber of the Austrian del egation, presented
the report of the Ukrai ne working group. Wkraine is one of the coun-
tries of Eastern Europe in greatest need of aid and cooperation from
organi sations such as the ITF. There were nmjor needs in ternms of
information, teaching materials, and funding. Action was beginning
to be taken and should be supported, such as the teachers’ sem nar
i n Dniepropetrovsk organised by the London Jewi sh Cultural Centre
Furthernore, Austria had been in contact with the government of
Wkrai ne, and the Austrian National Fund woul d support activities in
the field of Hol ocaust education and renenbrance

M . Yehuda Bauer encouraged the Chair to pursue such contacts, which
he considered inportant.

5 — Flooding in the Czech Republic

M. Jan Munk and Ms. Hel ena Dl uhosova, representatives of the Czech
Republic, described the inpact of the floods in Terezin and provi ded
an overview of the damage caused. The water |evel had reached 3.5m
in the crematorium In the Prague synagogue, the wall on which the
nanmes of the 80,000 nanmes of deported Jews are engraved has been se-
riously danaged. Darmage caused to parts of the museum has led to the
closure of nobst of the permanent exhibitions. Sone historical re-
cords have al so been danmged, nobst notably the lists of Czech Jews
taken to Terezin. The library has suffered consi derably: the books



are frozen at the present time and their condition is deteriorating.
Many staff nenbers are now honeless and the roons in the teaching
centre are being used to house them This neans that all educational
activities in the nuseum have been suspended.

M. Uf Larsson reported to the neeting on discussions in the finan-
cial committee, indicating that the latter would be in favour of an
I TF grant of USD 20,000. He requested that a detailed project pro-
posal be subnitted to the Chair for this funding to be allocated in

accordance with usual procedures.

Conversely, the conmmittee had not as yet decided to approve the
award of USD 5,000 to enable an expert from the Menorials working
group to be sent out.

M. Randol ph Bell expressed the view that such a proposal should be
support ed.

M. N nrod Barkan made clear that such funding nust be supported by
a detail ed proposal.

The proposal for the award of a grant of USD 20,000 for restoration
work on the Terezin nmenorial was adopted unaninously in principle. A
project proposal nust be submtted to the Chair.

M. Stephen Smith, as British Delegate, indicated that while the USD
20,000 are asolutely necessary to fund repairs, it was no |ess
relevant to send out an expert from the Menorials working group in
order to assess what was needed. G ven the inportance of the Terezin
menorial, |TF nmenbers would have to consider the possibility of
calling on the services of other bodies for this enterprise.

M. Patrick Am ot proposed that the need to send out such an expert
shoul d be | ooked at by those requesting it through usual |TF chan-
nel s.

7 — Reports fromthe working groups

¢ Hungary
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8 — The future and operation of the ITF

M. Patrick Amiot considered that it was time for the ITF, having
now been in existence for nore than two years, to | ook at the manner
in which it performs its assigned tasks, at the conditions under
which it conducts its business, and at the adjustnents to its func-
tioning that may be entailed by the ongoi ng expansion of its menber-
ship. The aimwas not to initiate or resune a debate on the goal de-
fined for the ITF in Stockholm which is to pronote Hol ocaust renem
brance, education, and research. The wi sdom and consensus surround-
ing this objective dictate adherence to it. Nevertheless, with re-
gard to the order of priority of the actions to be undertaken, the
operational procedures of the Task Force, and especially its inter-
nal organisation, sone thought in this area could now be seen to be
required, in direct liaison with the NG [nongovernnental organiza-
tions] concerned, it being understood that the twin principles un-
derpinning its functioning—these being flexibility in working meth-

ods and consensual deci si on-maki ng—rust not be conproni sed

In order to pursue consideration of these issues, M. Am ot proposed
that a working group should be set up, under the |eadership of the
Chair, in order to undertake broadly based consultation with the

10



del egations. He indicated that such a working group could, anong
other things, examne the possibility of creating, subject to cer-
tain conditions and at the | owest possible cost, a pernmanent secre-
tariat whose task would be to provide a streamined organi sation for
coordi nation, contact, and followup for all |ITF del egati ons.

M . Randol ph Bel |l enphasised the inportance he attached to the ITF s
continued fidelity to the goals originally defined for it. On condi -
tion that such continuity could be assured, he expressed the agree-
ment of the US. delegation to the creation of a working group on
the future of the ITF and the subsequent formation of a permanent
secretariat if the conclusions of the working group were in favour
of this.

M. Ninmrod Barkan supported the idea for the creation of a pernmanent
body on the basis of a report submitted by the working group.

M. Frederik Racké, a menber of the Dutch del egation, rem nded the
meeting that the concept of a pernmanent secretariat had al ready been
raised at the neeting in The Hague, and that at that time the idea
was to set up a general secretariat within the Council of Europe. He
was pleased to see this proposal from the Chair and expressed the
wi sh that the Netherlands should be associated with the process of
reflection in the proposed working group, whose setting up he ap-
proved.

M. Francis Lott, a menber of the French del egation, explained that
it was certainly not France's intention that such a body should be
based in the Council of Europe. The working group could suggest a
formula aimed at conplete adherence to |ITF goals. NG such as Yad

P H i Comment: It would be helpful to spell
Vashem the Centre de Docunentation Juive Contenporaine (CDJC) and o st o s At
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strengthen further the already high level of association between
nati onal governnents and NGOs within the ITF. The new working group

could arrive at a proposal of this kind by the end of the year.

M. Ronal das Raci nskas, representing Lithuania, approved this pro-
posal and expressed the wi sh that Lithuania should contribute to the
process of reflection.

11



M. Uf Larsson added that given the rapid expansion of its menber-
ship, the ITF could not maintain its current organi sational struc-
ture indefinitely. Reflection on ways and neans was therefore very
wel come, although the closest possible attention would need to be
paid to the financial consequences. Sweden, as founding nenber, ex-
pressed the desire that it should contribute to the work to be un-
der t aken.

Ms. Ann Sheriff, speaking on behalf of the British del egation, nade
clear the interest of the United Kingdomin this exercise, which she
judged to be fully justified and in which her country hoped to take
part.

Ms. Hannah Lessing approved the proposals fromthe Chair, and hoped
that Austria would be able to participate in the proceedings of the
wor ki ng group, notably through the Austrian National Fund.

M. Randol ph Bell drew delegates’ attention to the fact that too
|l arge a working group would conpromise the quality and speed of the
di scussions to be conducted. Wiile approving the setting up of such
a group, at the initiative of the Chair, he neverthel ess recomended
that it and the delegations should use enmail as far as possible
during the initial consultations.

M. Avner Shalev, as Israeli Delegate, noting the rapid growth of
the Task Force, indicated that it was necessary as of now to define
menber countries’ obligations and expectations for the future. This
concern was fornally acknow edged, the Chair and Anbassador Lott
considering it to be highly appropriate.

M. Jacky Fredj, a nenber of the French delegation, shared this
view, adding that it was necessary to be able to assess and measure
the comm tnment of the various menbers in the ITF. He al so enphasi sed
strongly that the Task Force, as it changed and expanded, nust take
care to avoid any deviation fromits fundanental m ssion.

M. Yehuda Bauer indicated that the success of the Task Force was
due in large neasure to its informal and flexible organisation, the
fact that it was not burdened w th bureaucracy, and the rule, con-
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stantly followed since the very beginning, that all decisions should
be reached consensually. It appeared to himto be wise to | ook now
to the setting up of a permanent secretariat, but it renai ned neces-
sary in his viewto retain the core of the current system and espe-
cially the principle of the rotating Chair. He approved the forma-
tion of a working group dedicated to consideration of the ITF s
functioning, which was absolutely in line with the latter’s tried
and tested working nethods. He suggested that the Chair produce a
prelimnary project proposal to serve as a basis for the studies of

t he wor ki ng group.

M. N nrod Barkan al so proposed that an initial version of the pro-
ject should be defined at the appropriate time by the Chair and then

subrmitted to the del egations by e-mail .

M. Feliks Tych, a nmenber of the Polish del egation, enphasised the
need to ensure wide-ranging participation of NG in the debate to
be conducted, given their very considerable know edge of what is

currently being done in the field of Hol ocaust educati on.

It was resolved that a working group would be formed with the task
of making proposals on the activities entailed for the ITF by the
goal assigned to it in Stockholm and on the manner of its organisa-
tion and operation. The Chair will take care to ensure that the pro-
ceedings of the working group are acconpani ed by a process of broad
consultation within the ITF and with concerned NGOs. At the appro-
priate time, it will convene the working group, whose nenbership it
will determ ne. The recommendations nmade by the Goup will be noti-
fied to all del egations before being given final consideration in
the ITF s plenary session to be held in Washi ngton (12-14 May 2003).

9 — Future Chairs

In the absence of the Italian del egation, which had submtted, at
t he plenary session on 25 June 2002, its application to act as Chair
of the Task Force, it was decided that consideration of this point

shoul d be postponed to a |later date.
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M. Randol ph Bell proposed that the first plenary session of the
Task Force under the U S. Chair should be held on 12-14 May 2003 in
Washi ngt on. This suggestion was agreed by the del egati ons.

10 — Current status of projects financed by the ITF and priorities
to be defined

M. Karel Fracapane reported on the current status of projects since
France had taken over the Chair. First and forenost, it was evident
that there had been a very mmjor increase in the nunber of proposals
made during 2002. N neteen project proposals had been subnitted to
date. At the tinme of the session, seven had been allocated funding

and the other projects were still being considered in the working
groups. The vast nmmjority of projects had been submtted to the Edu-
cation working group, which had received ten projects over the pre-
cedi ng three nonths.

G ven the nean cost of these projects, approximtely USD 11, 000, and
the financial surplus existing in the ITF Fund, it was still possi-
ble to finance nunmerous initiatives before France relinquished the
Chair: nore than 30 or so. If the expansion of the Task Force and
the nunerous contacts with the Chair were also taken into account,
it was possible to look forward to an increase in the already fairly
sustained level of ITF activity.

It was also inportant to point out that the assessment of certain

projects is still in abeyance due to their problematic nature

It could therefore be seen to even nore inperative to arrive at a
clear definition of the nature of the projects the |ITF wished to
support, and to nake a qualitative selection anong the projects sub-
mtted to it. There is a specific issue as to whether the Task Force
should act to fund docunentary films, fiction films, and nuseum ex-
hi bition projects.

M. Bill Shulman, a menber of the U S delegation and chair of the
Education working group, observed that his group had as its sole
task the making of recomnmendations on projects linked to the train-
ing of teachers. It was therefore difficult for the group to give

14



opi nions on projects, which differed fromthis, especially where as-
sessnent of the pedagogical inpact was problematic given the absence
of any possibility of evaluating their precise content.

M. Bill Shul man Iadded that the rise in nunbers of proposals subnit-

Comment: Please check which spelling
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.

ted to the group required greater involvenent in its work on the
part of the ITF del egati ons. Each del egati on should appoint two ex-
perts to the Education group in order to enable it to cope with the
extra wor k|l oad.

M. Yehuda Bauer added that education al so requires use of cinenato-
graphic nedia. The ITF could certainly not neglect the funding of
nmotion pictures. It could neverthel ess be seen to be inportant to
assess their historical content before evaluating their educational
quality and inpact. For this reason, in the specific case of docu-
mentaries, it was possible to bring in an expert from the Acadenic
wor ki ng goup who would nmake an initial recomendati on before the
project was |aid before the Educati on working group.

Wth respect to nuseuns, it would appear that there was no need for
the ITF to intervene in a field where many ot her fundi ng sources al -

ready exist.

M. Mchael Fabri, as Gernman Del egate, expressed the view that the
I TF shoul d exclude no project on principle, even in the cinenato-
graphi ¢ domai n.

M. Pierre Saragoussi, a nmenber of the French del egati on, added t hat
it was necessary to facilitate the production, dissemnation, and
subtitling of motion pictures, a nedium accessible to a w de audi -

ence.

Ms. Hannah Lessing indicated that the Task Force nust be able to
contribute, even if only in snmall anmpunts, to film production. O her
institutions, such as the Austrian Mtional Fund, could suppl enent
such aid at higher |evels of funding.
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It was resolved that with regard to docunentary filns, an expert
eval uation woul d be nmade by the Acadenic Wrking G oup before any
project was |aid before the Educati on Wirki ng G oup.

Further, a decision was reached to refrain from financing museum and

menorial projects.

11 — G her business

M. Pierre Saragoussi Igave a presentation on the Fondation pour |a
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ménoire de |la Shoah, which had recently joined the French del ega-

tion.

M. Yehuda Bauer enphasised the inportance for such bodies of work-
ing in networks with their |ITF partners, insofar as their activities
could hel p strengthen the work being done.

M. Arthur Berger added that it was inperative at the present tinme
that the nenber countries of the Task Force should be able to access
the International Tracing Service database, currently the biggest
devoted to the Hol ocaust. He had provided a draft of a letter to be
sent to Bad Arolsen with the signature of the ITF Chair.

There being no further business on the agenda, the Chair thanked
those attending the plenary session and the interpreters and ce-

clared the neeting to be at an end.
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